






Capital access to health care. President Ointon -Health care institu-

Update The funding reduction signed into law the tions will be required to 
would further prevent "Assisted Suicide provide the public with The May 1997 nursing professionals Funding Restriction Act specific information on 

Capital Update from receiving educa- of 1997'', a bill prohibit- nurse staffing levels, 
legislative tional assistance they ing funding of physician staff mix and patient 

newsletter for nurses need to serve the public. assisted suicides through outcomes. 
provided some items The nurses' letters Medicare, Medicaid, • Medicare Jaw to 
of importance to our have been co-signed by health insurance policies prote.ct retribution for 
practice. 70 supporting Members for federal employees, nurses who report or 

President Ointon, the of the House. and other Federal voice concerns about 
ANA, other health care, The ANA is grateful programs. unsafe patient condi-
and consumer groups, to these Members of the Earlier this year, the tions. 
including the Erner- House of Representa- ANA submitted testi- • Any mergers or 
gency Nurses Associa- tives and will continue mony and co-authored a acquisitions to be 
tion, is endorsing this to work, to obtain brief with the American reviewed by the Depart-
legislation. adequate 1998 funding Medical Association, for ment of Health and 

Reported in the for NEA programs. the Supreme court Human Services. This 
January RN Newsletter, This spring, the opposing physician department would also 
Congress and President House proposed a bill assisted suicide. look at Jong-range issues 
Ointon proposed to cut designed to encourage In May, the Ameri- related to the health and 
funding to the Nurses workers to save money can Nurses Association safety of patients, the 
Education Act, (NEA), for their retirement. The hosted a press confer- community and employ-
by 57 million dollars bill would require the ence in Washington, D. ees. 
from the current 1997 Department of Labor to C. to stress the negative Research recently 
budget. begin a public inforrna- impact of unlicensed commissioned by the 

Currently, two nurse tion campaign focused assistive personnel ANA provided definite 
Members of the House at educating workers (UAPs), on patient evidence tl-iat patient 
of Representatives, about the importance of outcomes. outcomes are directly 
Carolyn McCarthy, early planning for ANA President related to nursing staff 
NY), and Eddie Bernice retirement years. Beverly Malone, Ph.D., numbers. The study 

The ANA has been RN, F AAN, referenced proved shorter lengths of 
letters regarding funding an active advocate for House bill .1165 the stay were strongly 
for the NEA programs in increased pension ''Patient Safety Act:, related to higher nurse 
1998, to House Mem- security for all workers, which was proposed staffing and preventable 
bers. especially women. The earlier this year. The conditions, such as 

Their letters empha- ANA supports efforts to ANA assisted with the decubitus ulcers, 
sized a drastic cut in educate the public on development of this bill pneumonia, urinary tract 
funding for NEA would increased awareness of The key points of the infections and post-
deny many Americans retirement issues. legislation are: operative infections 
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were inversely related to You can take great pride nance safety, contrast Saturday educational 
registered nurse skill in this tradition of administration, and conference on Nov. 
rrux. professional excellence conscious sedation. 8th , starting at 1 Oam. 

The study is entitled and compassionate care. The committee need Topics will include 
"hnplementing As our nation prepares the membership for ''Pediatric Respiratory 
Nursing' s Report Card: to meet the challenges of future topics for clinical Distress", "V asoseal ", 
A Study of RN Staffing, the twenty-first century, guidelines! Guidelines Thrombolytic Therapies", 
Length of Stay and we will continue to rely are intended to act as a & "Contrast Reactions". 
Patient Outcomes". on your steadfa.;;t guide for the profes- This conference will be 

During Nurses' commitment to improv- sional practice of radio!- held at Columbia Olympia 

Week, May 8, 1997, ing the availability and ogy nursing. Guidelines Fields Hospital in the 

President Ointon sent a quality of health care in provide a framework south suburbs of Chicago. 

written message to the America On behalf of from which individual For further info. or to 
nursing community. The all those who benefit policies and procedures RSVP, please contact 

message stated: from your services, I can be created. They are Janet Johnson at 

'Warm greetings to thank you for your hard also useful as tools for (815) 469-6646 

everyone celebrating work and sacrifice to nurses to evaluate their fax (708) 503-3277 
National Nurses' Week, ensure the well-being of own practice. or email: 

1997. Our nation's you fellow citizens. Best Forward your ideas radmrim@msn.com. 

health care is recognized wishes for a wonderful for clinical guidelines to: We held elections at 
around the would for it.;; week." Donna Corman, RN our last meeting. Our 

excellence, and Clinical 15442 Long Castle new officers are Chiquita 

America's nurses are at 
Guidelines 

Forest Ct. Hoskins - President, 

the heart of that care. Chesterfield, MO 6301 7 Debbie Roberts - Presi-

Working in a wide Fax: (314) 423-8674 dent-elect, Diane Zickus -

variety of settings. From The Clinical email: Secretary, Lesley Eliseo -

hospitals to homes to Guidelines pcorman@idt.com Treasurer, & Board 

Jong-tenn care facilities. Development Members: Kay Adler, 

whether as members of Committee has re- Chapter Nora Rabara, & Janet 

a team or as individuals, cently completed and Johnson. 

you perform an invalu- submitted for peer News Our educational topic 

able service for patients review Gu idelines of at this meeting was 

and their families. With Angiography. These 
Chicago 

Myelograms, & we shared 

extraordinary skill and guidelines will soon our forms, protocols, 

sensitivity, you dedicate be available to the physician orders, & 

yourselves every day to membership. The windy City patient education mareri-

alleviating the suffering committee is in the Regional als. Hope to see you all in 

of others and improving process of creating or Chapter of Chicago at the ARNA and 

their health and quality endorsing guidelines ARN A would like to RSNA meetings-dress 

of life. for magnetic reso- announce theirl st warm! 
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Chapter News continued 

Carolinas (and of course many 
others), we were able to 

The CCARNA has increase our membership 
had a great year our educational offerings, 
with the spring and our professionalism 

meeting in Greenvi lle, as radiology nurses. 
SC, and the fall meeting Kate Little has been the 
in Asheville, NC. Both Membership Committee 
meetings were very well Chairperson at the 
attended with a record- - · Naticinru Teve1 this year. 
number of participants Delma Armstrong h2s 
at the spring meeting been the Co-Chairperson 
( 44). The speakers were of the Clinical Guide-
excellent and the CEU' s lines Development 
offered were a wonder- Committee this year. 
ful incentive for those JoAnn Belanger (nee 
of us who need them for Stubblebine) will take 
professional advance- office this December as 
ment. Some of the topics the President of ARNA. 
included: Legal Issues All three continue to 
and the Radiology support our organization 
Nurse, Contrast Reac- with their knowledge, 
tions, IVC Filters, wisdom and expertise. 
lnterventional Radiology Elected officers for 
and the Biliary Tree. Carolinas Chapter for 

Under the expert 1997-1998 are as 
guidance of Kate Little follows: President: Betty 
and Delma Armstrong Clines, RN ... 

®ITffil CI! ~ american radiological nurses association 
2021 Spring Road 
Suite600 
Oak Brook, Illinois 60521 

President-Elect: 
Melissa Holbrook, 
RN ... Secretary: Delma 
Armstrong, 
RN ... Treasurer: Judy 
Hazy, RN ... Board 
Members: Kate Little, 
RN, Janice Best, RN, 
Patti Buesser, RN. . ......... ....... ... .. ...... ... 

Philadelohia . 
The Philadelphia 

Chapter of 
ARNA is holding 

their fall seminar, Trends 
in Radiology, on No-
vember 18, 1997 at Saint 
Mary Medical Center in 
Langhorne, Pa. 
Topics of discussion 
will be, physical 
properties and pharma-
cology of C02, techni-
cal aspects of intravas-
cular use of C02 and 
advantages/limitations 
of C02 as a vascular 
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contrast agent, assess-
ing for complications 
and precautions with 
C02 contrast, how 
MRA relates to MRI, 
how MRA is obtained 
and clinical utility, 
costs, risks and benefits 
ofMRA. 
Feati.Ired speakers and 
Dr. D::iP- J. O~he!'l, 

Interventional Radiolo-
gist at Saint Mary 
Medical Center and Dr. 
Lawrence N. Ratner, 
Medical Director, MRI 
Dept. also of Saint 
Mary Medical Center. 
Registration deadline is 
November 11, 1997. 
Anyone interested in 
attending the program 
should contact Eileen 
Yannarella, 753 Stryker 
Ave . Doylestown, Pa 
1890 l or you can reach 
her by fax at 
(2 15) 346-2596. 


