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Wake Up Call - continued from p. 2 

conditionally, which means the issues are unresolved . Now, even the federal government is beginn ing to take 
notice of the effects of working short - latel y the news has covered hospital e rrors. It seems irresponsi ble to me 
to point fingers without at least 111 e11 tio11i11t-; the nurs ing shortage: it seemed like it was kept secret for months. 
Effective July l, 200 l, hosp itals that arc funded by Medicare must make available to the public any details 
about errors that occurred during the ir care . This also stresses prevent ion of e rrors during hospitalization. This 
is a new Patient Safety Standard from JCAI 10 and can be viewed at jcaho.org/ncws/nh333 .html. Incidentally, 
to check on the status of a JC AHO survey at any fac ilit y, go to www.jcaho.org and click on "Qual ity Check" (it 
w ill appear at the top, aft er you have left the JCAHO home page) . However, be advised, the inst itut ion is not 
requ ired to list deficiencies. 
Some of the Radiology Nurses w ho work in M innesota (and other states) arc represented by organized labor and 
that has its own issues . In co llective bargaini ng, as it relates to nursing and the shortage of qualified personnel, 
the language in such documents as the 1999 State Staffing Report spe ll out very clearly the proposed 
responsibilities of various staff members in a health care facility. Some of the duti es reserved for the Registered 
Nurse arc assessmen t, vcnipuncturc, insertion of tubes e .g., nasogastric tubes, med ication admin istration, 
acceptance of physicians' telephone o rders and dress ing changes. Little room is le ft for flexi bilit y in such a 
scenario and the patie nt who must seek care in both union and non-union facilities may become confused about 
what to expect. 
In all of these scenarios, I have seen no helpful proposa ls to improve the situation . Wel l, do we not leave the 
bigger, more complex problems facing society to those in public office'? Should lt'c'? It is not working w ith 
managed care so maybe it is time for us to get involved . The "public servant" of today is not there for unselfish 
goals . I sec powerful people elected on the power of their good looks and c harisma, no t o n their record . It is 
necessary that we stay informed about this crisis . Remain in contact with you r congress ional representatives 
and senators and make yourself known. N11rses know more abo ut the problems in the work environment that 
a rc making it unattractive to new nurses than do poli ticians . You could be thei r expert. 

Please note the address for the purpose 
of conducting business with ARNA: 
820 Jorie Blvd. 
Oak Brook, IL 60523 
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········•****************** 
I CRN ...... Gotta Have It Part 2.5 * 
* * * Joann Stevens, RN, CRN * 
~ * • Top Ten Lame Excuses for not taking the CRN Exam 

* * • Excuse Numher IO : "I don't take tests well ." T he exam is prepared for a nurse 
with two years of Radiology experience. • * Excuse Number 9: "I forgot to sign up." Well , sign up now for the next one! 

I Excuse Number 8: "My friend's cousin's aunt's sister said it was hard." Sec excuse 
Number 10. 

• Excuse Nu mbe r 7: "I have a headache." Rx: acetaminophen 625 mg PO 45 minutes 
before exam with 240 cc of herbal tea. 

* Excuse Number 6: "You try it." "I'm not going to try it. Let's get Mikey. He hates * everything.'' Mikey did just fine. So did Maryann, Dinah, Cclma 
and Kathleen . • * Excuse Num bl: r 5: "I have to work." With six month's notice, even I can have a day 
off. 

-;ii Excuse Nu mber 4 : "It's expensive." S mall price to pay fo r increased se lf esteem, pride, pres tige, 
power and g lory. Bes ides, many hospitals arc paying for it and 
using it as c riteria for clin ical promotion. C heck it out. 

* Excuse Number 3: "I kft my application in my other jacket." Go to www.ptcny.com 

* Excuse Nu mber 2: "The dog ate my copy of the Core Curriculum." Really now .. ... 

I And the Number 1 lame excuse for not taking the CRN Exam: "I just haven't 
-;ii gotten around to it." Well, the time is now and the directions arc below. 

* CRN exams are offe red tw ice a year - February and August. * test questi ons submitted to : 

• RNCB Examination 
• Pro fessi onal Testing Corpo rati on 
• 1350 Broadway - 17 111 Floor 
• New York, New York 10018 

I O r on line : www.ptcny.com 

App lications may be obtained from and 

• 
* * * * • • • • 
* • 
* * • 
* * * * * * * * * * * 
* • * ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 



@:l~ american radiological nurses association 
820 Jorie Boulevard 
Oak Brook.. IL 60523-2251 

Phone: (630) 571 -9072 Fax: (630) 571-7837 

Willingness to Serve Form 

e-mail: ama@rsna.org 

Date: ____ Name:---------------------

Credentials: -------------------------

Mailing Address:-----------------------

City/State/Zip:-----------------------

Horne Phone: Email Address: --------- ----------

Ernploye.-r: __________ Position:------------

Work Phone: Fax: ---------- --------------~ 

Areas of Nursing Experience: 

Other (list):-----------

Education: 
Diploma AD BSN MN/MSN Doctorate 

Other (list): ---------------
ARNA Member since ____ Years in Radiological Nursing: ______ _ 

I submit my name for consideration for appointment to the following ARNA national 
committees. (If more than one committee is selected, please prioritize by number, listing 1 
as first choice). 

_CEU _Chapters _Clinical Guidelines Development Editorial 

_Core Curriculum _Education/Program _Legislative Awareness 

__ Membership _Newsletter _Nominating _Scholarship 

_Advertising _Bylaws/Policy _Education and Research Foundation 

_Strategic Planning _Certification Board 

.... quality patient care .... 



Previous ARNA experience 
Offices held and dates: 

Committee positions and dates: 

Specific experience/activities that allow me to function on the committee(s) I have 
checked. 

----------------------------~------~ 

Other areas of expertise (publications, research, speaking, etc.): 

Have you submitted a willingness to serve form before? 
No Yes 

If yes, number of times: _______ _ 

I understand that my contributions are voluntary and that I will not be compensated for my 
time. 

Signature of applicant: Date: 

Mail completed form to: 
American Radiological Nurses Association 

820 Jorie Blvd. 
Oak Brook, IL 60523-2251 

----

Fol fffnl Pal 


