




















(Ask the Experts, continued from page 5) 
reactions from some foods or medications such as nausea, minor skin rash, or headache but no serious reactions. There are only 2 
out of the 100 who have experienced life threatening, throat closing reactions from some foods or medications. These 2 should 
always approach anything new with caution because they have a tendency toward serious allergic reactions. 

Therefore, when screening patients for a procedure that will involve IV contrast, it would be helpful to ask them if they have ever 
had a serious, life threatening reaction to any food or medicine. And then, try to separate the true anaphylactic reactions from the 
"bad clam" or food poisoning situations. 

Also, a follow-up ..... .. In the previous "Ask the Experts" column, we stated that central IV lives should not be used for power 
injecting IV contrast. The main reason for this is that the pressure at the tip of the catheter is so high that it will cause the tip to 
flagellate and could very possibly change the placement of the catheter tip 

Chuck Griffin, RN, CRN 
Atlantic City Medical Center 
Atlantic City, NJ 

Suggested Readings 
Coakley, F.V., & Panicek, D.M. ( 1997). Iodine allergy: An oyster without a pearl? American Journal of Roentgenology, 169( 4), 

951-952. 

Leder, R. ( 1997). How well does a history of seafood allergy predict the likelihood of an adverse reaction to IV contrast material? 
American Journal of Roentgenology, 169(3), 906-907. 

Professional nurses are invited to take advantage of expansions coming 
soon to UW Hospital's Department: of Radiology. As we make the transition 

to services available 2417, the opportunities have never been better. The same 
is true for the rewards. 

Join us in Madison, Wisconsin, one of America's premier cities in which to 
live and work. We feature some of the finest benefits in health care, including 
100% tuition reimbursement. For more information, call our nursing career 
specialists toll-free: (800) 443-6164. 
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Letter to the Editor 
Dear Ms. Simpson: 

I am a fairly new member of ARNA (January 2002). I have found all of 
the information in the magazine, core curriculum, and the newsletters 
extremely helpful with my job. However, in the last issue of RN News, 
there is a list of suggested readings. I was wondering how to obtain copies 
of the articles mentioned in this section from Images, especially "Just 
What do Those Radiology Nurses do all Day, Anyway?" Images 19(3), 4-
5. Is the book Fog: A Collection of Backscatter available in any 
bookstore? Maybe a suggestion for the articles would be to reprint them 
in an upcoming issue of Images if possible. Thank you for your help in 
this matter and for your wonderful organization ARNA. I have learned so 
much. 

Phyllis Stephens, BSN, RN 
Jarrettsville, MD 

(President, continued from page 1) 
shared. I realize the paucity of radiology nursing research and hope 
that some radiology nurses wi ll be inspired to help fill in this gap in 
the near future . We also need to explore ethics in radiology in our 
literature. Radiology nurse mentors of all types are needed. In the 
category of continued education I would encourage attendance at the 
annual educational meeting March 28 - April 1, 2003, in Salt Lake 
City, UT. The proposed program offers a variety of new and 
different sessions, including a writer's workshop . Future authors for 
Images please take special note of the writer's workshop and 
opportunity to meet with an expert in writing for publication. 

Photos (Vascular Summit) courtesty of the Society of lnterventional Radiology 

Eve Slater, MD, Ass istant Secretary of the Department of Health and Human 
Services (center) who outlined the Hea lthy Peop le 20 10 Initiative and current 
administration's concerns at this summit listens to some nursing perspectives from 
Patricia Lewis, MSN, RN, FNP, CNN, Pres ident-Elect, Society fo r Vascular 
Nursing; Marge Lovell, RN, CCRC, CVN, President, Society for Vascular 
Nursing; Kath leen Gross, MSN, RN,BC, CRN; and Leslie Woodward, BSN, RN. 

Editors Response: Images is indexed in the Cinahl 
Information Systems database. Articles can be ordered with 
the CINAHLexpress® document delivery service. Most 
articles cost $12 each and are delivered by mail or fax . You 
may contact CINAHL at (800) 959-7167, (818) 545-3439 or 
fax (8 18) 545-1832. 

Fog: A Collection of Backscatter should be available at most 
bookstores. You may also purchase the book online through 
such sites as www.amazon.com or www.booksamillion.com 

Sue Simpson, RN 
Editor 

In all of our work to expand our knowledge and advance 
our competencies it is important not to forget the other 
side of the definition of a professional as defined in 
Lester. This may be the side of us the patient 
remembers most. Today, my patient gave me a big, 
unexpected hug just before she left the radiology 
recovery area. She said we didn't know how scared she 
really was before the procedure. She said I was a 
"wonderful nurse." It made all my work that day and 
my work behind the scenes on other days seem well 
worth it! I left with a smile. 

Photos (Vascu lar Summit) courtesty of the Society of lnterventional Radiology 

Kath leen Gross, MSN, RN,BC, CRN, ARNA President, addressed 
the participants at the Peripheral Vascular Disease Summit, August 
2-4 , 2002, in Leesburg, VA. Leslie Woodward, BSN, RN, looks on 
before speaking about ARN A members' participation in Legs for 
Life Programs. Participants of this Summit discussed ideas related 
to collaboration fo r screening programs and efficacy of screening 
and public education programs for peripheral vascular disease. 


